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skilful agent for his brother-in-law in his secret and
illicit contracts for opium, but was  never believed to
have given any proof of literary acquirements.    This
letter, on the other hand, was very ably written; as a
piece of fiction it may be called admirable ;  nor am I
singular in asserting that it bears internal evidence of
having been composed or retouched by the author of the
Letters of Junius.     In this  opinion,   I   believe  that
every  candid  reader will  concur,   who will carefully
examine   the   style   and  consider  the  circumstances
and  the time in which it was first  produced.    Such
a  reader need scarcely be  reminded of the book of
"Travels," which had been published some five years
before Sir Gilbert Elliot delivered his speech against my
father. In that book, little more was said of the execution,
of Nuncomar than that he was hanged; but in this fa-
mous letter the minutest details were given of his last
moments, a most vivid and startling picture was drawn
of the closing scene, and the astounding effects which it
produced on the native population.    Sir Gilbert Elliot's
rhetoric was founded solely on this questionable letter.
His speech appeared in the Annual Register, published
in 1788; and in the Appendix to that same volume of
the Register, the world saw for the first time the letter
attributed to Sheriff Macrahie.    It was there stated to
have been written immediately after the execution of
the convict; but no attempt was made to explain where
so interesting a document had been sleeping for twelve
long years.   If there had been any fairness in the report
of proceedings published in the Annual Register, Sir
ElijahImpey's triumphant defence would have appeared
in the same volume; but this did not suit the views of the
party who wrote for or controlled that partial publication.
The letter thus assumed to be authentic, thus unques-
tioned, thus uncriticised, was put upon record, and made
accessible to all readers in a highly popular work; and,
in the course of the fifty-eight years which have since
elapsed, many are the hearts that it has wrung, and not
few the pens it has misguided.    Writers and compilers
have been  duped by its speciousness, and have not
paused to inquire into its authenticity.     Yet, in sober
truth, the particulars it narrates are either directly con-
tradicted by contemporary accounts upon legal evidence